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Chang Chak-yan

he three high-level
meetings, the East Asian
Summit, the G20 Summit
and the APEC meeting,
held within a week or so in Phnom
Penh, Bali and Bangkok respec-
tively, signify the success of
economic policy in countering
geopolitical issues. Western powers
had used the Southeast Asian region
to apply their geopolitical strategy
against China for centuries before
the founding of the People’s
Republic of China in 1949.

The value of Southeast Asia as
a region to sharpen the West’s
geopolitical strategies gradually
started fading after that. But when
the United States emerged as the
only superpower after the end of the
Cold War, Southeast Asia again
became important for the West to
contain China’s rise.

In the first half of the past
century, Southeast Asian countries
such as the Philippines, Indonesia,
Thailand and South Vietnam were
turned into US military bases, from
where they launched their assault
on China. But after the PRC and the
US established diplomatic relations
in 1979, the US-led West’s policy
toward China changed. The situation
remained somewhat normal till the
end of the 20th century.

But at the turn of the century,
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Washington changed tack again. It
has now labeled China as a “threat”
to the US and the other Western
powers — and even Western values.
And US presidents, from Barack
Obama and Donald Trump to Joe
Biden, have tried to force or coerce
Southeast Asian countries to join
the US-led anti-China bloc.
However, to prevent being used
as a pawn in the US’ geopolitical
game against China, the Southeast
Asian countries have focused on
economic development to overcome
Western pressure to target China. The
establishment of a regional organiza-
tion, the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations, was the first step the
region took to exercise collective, and
thus stronger, bargaining power.
That’s why the fundamental
principles of ASEAN are to maintain

political neutrality, not to have any
military alliance with any country
from outside the region, open up
their economies and promote trade
and investment. After more than
halfa century of pursuing economic
development, ASEAN has become
the only true regional economic
organization in the world.

As aresult, while the world faces
more troubles due to geopolitics,
ASEAN has been attracting more
and more trade partners from across
the world. Even the US and the EU
have begun to worry about the possi-
bility of being isolated from regional
trade if they ignore ASEAN. And
the fact that the region has drawn
top world leaders to the three
meetings shows that the interna-
tional community has realized the
importance of the region in terms

of global development and peace.

First, both Russia and Ukraine
were invited to the meetings despite
being engaged in a conflict since
February. While Russia demanded
that the US-led West lift the sanctions
they imposed following the Ukraine
conflict, some countries urged Russia
not to restrict its energy and food
exports to other countries, in order to
ease the energy and food crises. And
all sides called for an end to the
Russia-Ukraine conflict.

Second, the hyping up of the
“China threat” theory by the US has
intensified differences between the
two sides. But the G20 Summit
provided a platform for President
Xi Jinping and his US counterpart
Joe Biden to hold face-to-face talks,
the first since Biden entered the
White House in January 2021, and
ease some of the bilateral tensions.

As widely expected, the Chinese
side said Washington should stop
its provocative moves, including
interfering in the Taiwan question
and worsening China’s security
environment.

As far as ASEAN is concerned,
the meeting provided an opportunity
to show the security concerns of all
the countries in the region. In order
to get the US to engage in more
dialogues with ASEAN, Biden was
invited to establish a “strategic part-
nership” with the regional bloc. If
the US does so, it can have another

platform to engage with China
because the latter is already a stra-
tegic partner of ASEAN.

Third, the three meetings also
called for deepening regional
economic cooperation. To this end,
China was urged to increase invest-
ments in ASEAN member states,
especially in Belt and Road infra-
structure projects. In response, the
Chinese side said it would try to do
so. And since the commitment was
made in front of US delegates,
ASEAN expected a positive
response from Biden to its proposal.

In fact, Biden promised billions
of dollars of investment in ASEAN.
As a consequence of this promotion
of trade and investment, economic
development will get a much-needed
shot in the arm.

And fourth, at the East Asian
Summit in Phnom Penh, the Chinese
delegates led by Premier Li Keqiang
urged all stakeholders to enhance
cooperation to promote joint devel-
opment and uphold the “Code of
Conduct” in the South China Sea.
And ifall countries around the South
China Sea work together, ASEAN’s
hopes of keeping geopolitics at bay
from this part of the world will
become reality. B
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An alternative to the COVID-19 pandemic-China’s
“Dynamic Zero-COVID" Policy

Seun Sam

AT the present time, there are more
than 600 million verified COVID-19
cases worldwide. According to a
paper published in March in The
Lancet, a highly regarded compre-
hensive medical journal, the global
excess mortality rate for the
COVID-19 pandemic is estimated
to be 18.2 million, with an excess
mortality rate of 120 per 100,000
people. In contrast, China’s excess
mortality rate is 0.6 per 100,000
people. In the past three years, the
virus has mutated and accelerated
its transmission due to the “coexis-
tence with the virus” policy in some
nations, and the global epidemic is
still at a high level.

Let’s start by defining the
“Dynamic Zero-COVID” policy. In
order to stop the COVID-19 virus from
further propagating in the affected area
and other locations, “Dynamic Zero-
COVID?” refers to the dynamic iden-
tification and elimination of COVID-19
instances. “Dynamic Zero-COVID”

aims to limit the spread of COVID and
avoid a significant outbreak or
rebound using scientific and exact
prevention and control, at the least
social costs and in the shortest
amount of time. It does not require
absolute zero infection.

China’s “Dynamic Zero-
COVID” policy: why is it chosen?
China has a sizable overall popula-
tion, an aging population, and a
sizable population of persons with
underlying illnesses who are more
prone than the general population to
experience severe and fatal COVID
instances. If the epidemic prevention
measures were relaxed, a lot of
people would get sick and die. If
China imitated some countries’ coex-
istence with COVID policy, there
would be at least 112 million infec-
tions and approximately 1.6 million
deaths, according to publications in
the journal Nature Medicine. China
created and implemented the
“Dynamic Zero-COVID” policy in
order to prioritize the safety and

health of its citizens, uphold a strong
sense of responsibility toward its
citizens, and investigate the most
workable policy that is compatible
with China’s unique national
circumstances and scientific laws.

How does the “Dynamic Zero-
COVID” policy work? China rapidly
organized and deployed its resources
in the areas of examination, epide-
miological survey, transportation,
isolation, and hospitalization. This
effectively stopped the epidemic’s
progress and returned the society’s
output and day-to-day operations to
normal. China’s economy as a whole
exceeded 110 trillion RMB in 2021,
and it drew investments at a record-
high rate of 14.9% year over year,
further solidifying its position as a
“stabilizer” and “power source” for
the global economy. China’s foreign
investment increased by 25.6% year
over year in the first quarter of2022,
continuing its trend of double-digit
growth. Despite the considerable
obstacles presented by the pandemic,

the “Belt and Road” construction
demonstrated extraordinary
persistence and vigor by moving
forward against the wind. In 2021,
China’s trade in goods with coun-
tries along the “Belt and Road” was
11.6 trillion RMB, a record high in
the previous eight years and an
increase of 23.6% year over year.
29.7% of China’s overall interna-
tional commerce was made up of
this transaction.

In truth, rather than out of a lack
of desire, some nations embraced a
“coexistence with the COVID”
strategy - due to their incapacity
and incompetence to contain and
prevent the pandemic. These nations
made several attempts to control the
epidemic but were unsuccessful in
doing so. As a result, they simply
decided to “coexist with the
COVID,” which was the exact
outcome of their failure to timely
and effectively control the epidemic
in the early stages and forfeited the
chance of “dynamic zero-COVID.”

According to scientists, “coexis-
tence with COVID” enhances the
danger of the creation of new varia-
tions and contributes to the spread
of the global epidemic. The
University of Pittsburgh’s Vaughn
Cooper and Lee Harrison, professors
of epidemiology, infectious diseases,
and microbiology, noted in their
article published on the Dialogue
website that the out-of-control spread
of COVID is the reason for the emer-
gence of a more contagious variant
of the disease. The enormous infected
population has provided COVID
with a wealth of mutational options.
That is to say, human-to-human
transmission and the unchecked
spread of COVID—where the
mutated virus broke the notoriously
difficult-to-break “population bottle-

})

neck”—were directly responsible. B
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