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Abstract

On 257 June, 1952 America established the US embassy in Cambodia and on 30™
October, 1853 vice president of America visited Cambodia. Since that time, the
relationship between Cambodia and America had been strengthened and expanded
gradually. But, this good relationship was cut off on 3 May, 1965 and again on 177
April, 1975, because this was the regime of Democratic Kampuchea which Cambodia
stopped communicating with liberal countries. Communication between Cambodia
and America was being better after the coup d'état of the king Norodom Sihanouk
from his chief of Cambodia by Mr Lon Nol and Sisovat Serei Matak on 18% March,
1970. After the coup d'état, America declared supporting to Mr Lon Nol and Sisovat
Serel Matak, and America provided military aids and economic support to People's
Republic of Kampuchea (PRK) regime for Cambodia restoration and development.
Furthermore, this support was for resistance to communism which was wide
spreading in Cambodia. On 30™ April, 1970, president of America Mr Nixon provided
skiliful American soldiers and 130, 000 South Vietnamese soldiers in which included
armored cars, artillery, battle planes, and- other military equipments for destroying
Vietnamese communist military base, and restricting Vietnamese communist invaded
in Cambodia. This relationship was re-cut off when Khmer Rouge invaded in Phnom
Penh on 17" April, 1975, and at that time People's Republic of Kampuchea (PRK)
regime was ended.

Since Democratic Kampuchea had been collapsed on 7 January, 1979, government
of America began communicating with the integration of government triangles which
were King Norodom Sihanouk was a leader. Since that time, America had provided
many supports to govemment triangles of Cambodia through China and Asian. Since
1987, Cambodia political situation had been changed and reached to negotiate for
ending the confiict of four parties. The negotiation had spent for a long time, and until
23" October, 1991, the conflict ending for peace agreement was created.

In 1993, Cambodia organized intemational election which was supported by the
United Nations. As a result, Cambodia established an integrated govemment which
was included FUNCINPEC party and Cambodian People Party (CPP) to lead the
country, and in which Prince Norodom Ranarith was the first Prime Minister and Mr
Hun Sen was the second Prime Minister.

xii
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International relationship, at that time, showed about the confrontation of two bloc
between liberal bloc, which was dominated by USA, and communist bloc, which was
dominated by Soviet, and the world found many crises such as economic, politic, and
social crises. In addition, the world was in instability, and the world competed in
armaments and world destroying weapons which were threaten on global security.
Cambodia and America relationship was recreated when Democratic Kampuchea was
collapsed on 7™ January, 1979. At that time, America recreated friendship relationship
with triangles struggle movement which was regarded as Non Communist Movement.
The role of America at that time was supporting to that movement for ensuring that the
movement had enough military and economic to against People’s Republic of
Kampuchea (PRK) which was supported by Vietham. According to that principle,
America provided rescue and military support to Non Communist Struggle Movement
in 1981, but those supports were reached to Khmer Rouge group, because Khmer
Rouge was the most powerful in triangles struggle movement to protest with
Vietnamese soldiers in Cambodia. In 1985, America provided 5 million dollars to
triangles struggle movement to increase the capacity of protesting with Viethamese
soldiers in Cambodia. Furthermore, America did restriction on the economy of
People’s Republic of Kampuchea (PRK) regime, and People’s Republic of Vietnam in
order to make these countries turned their mind to get non violence negotiation. The
negotiation of these two countries was very complex and difficult because it related to
two powerful countries those were Soviet and China. China had strong commitment
on protecting of Khmer Rouge's role in dividing power. Soviet also had strong
commitment in protecting Vietham and Kampuchea State regime in intemational
meeting. Unwillingness to stop their serious confrontation of the two powerful
countries was the most difficult for ending conflict of four parties in Cambodia, and it
had to spend long time from 1979 to 1991 to get peace agreement and ending that
chronic conflict.
After the meeting between president Reagan and Gobacheiv, Cambodia situation was
being better; especially, after decreasing of popular of communism in 1989,
negotiation in Cambodia was being positive. Relationship between Cambodia and
America was being better after free and justice election organized by the United
Nations in 1993. In 1993, America re-established official embassy in Cambodia, and
‘the first American ambassador in Cambodia was Mr Charles .H Twining. America
provided humanitarian and economy supports for development in Cambodia;

Xii
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especially, the infrastructure development such as re-construction National Road
number 5 from Phnom Penh to Sihanouk port, and the construction of other roads to
Khmer Rouge living area. America provided intemational investigators (American) to
monitor and investigate in election office in Cambodia while election time. After the
election was organized by the United Nations in 1993, America contributed in
establishing international court to sentence Khmer Rouge leaders, and this court was
created on 6™ June, 2003.

In short, relation between Cambadia and America since the past until now was good
and bad, because of these two countries’ foreign affairs political situation, and it was

because of the Cold War and interference of neighbor countries in internal Cambodia
politic.
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Summary

The first relationship between Cambodia and America was established at the end of
19" century, and after that Mr Charles Trewlett, a businessman and American council
in Prey Norkor city, initiated the relationship between Cambodia and America. This first
communication was only running some business, because the America needed to
expand their business; especially, they wanted to expand market on fusil fuel, US
Kerosene, to other countries in Indo China.

The root of this communication was that the America wanted to extend their fusil fuel
business to Indo China countries. Therefore, on 07" January, 1989, American
government appointed Mr Aimee Fonsales to work on business in Indo China. After
that in June, 1906, America established consul in Saygon city, and they dominated Mr
Perley C Heald as a chief.

In the King Sisovath dynasty (1904-1927), the first diplomatic relationship between
Cambodia and America was created, and American supreme governors started
visiting Cambodia. Actually, in 1908, Mr Conner and his - members visited Cambodia.
This was the first American diplomat in Cambodia. After that in 1915, there were
American governors visited Phnom Penh city by the road that connect Preynorkor.and
Phom Penh city. Furthermore, in 1925, Mr Heaton Treadway was the first American
parliament member who officially had visited Phnom Penh. And, Mr Heaton Treadwa
also visited and provided credentials to the King of Cambodia.

At the end of the French colonization era, even though, Indo China countries were
under controlled by France, Ametrica could do diplomatic communication with those
countries. Especially, in 1950, America had direct diplomatic communication with
Cambodia, and in 25" June, 1952 the relationship between two countries was
improved, then there was American-embassy which-headed by Mr Robert Mc Clintock
as ambassador of American embassy in Cambodia.

According to Mr -Gregory Lawless's ‘perception showed that *America -had the first
diplomatic communication with Cambodia in 1955, and this communication was cut
off 1965-69". After having that diplomatic communication, since 1955, America ‘had
been supporting many programs in Cambodia that was equal to 50 million dollars per
year. After official diplomatic communication with Cambodia, America supported in
restoring education sector in Cambodia, and that sponsor was divided into each year
from 1955 to 1962. Those classifications were: 1955 was ‘600,000 dollars; 1956 was
1,500,000 dollars; 1957 was 2,700,000 dollars; 1958 was 1,500,000 dollars, 1959 was
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2,400,000 dollars, 1960 was 2,600,000 dollars; 1961 was 5,500,000 dollars; and in
1962 was 6,300,000 dollars.

The fund for spending In 1961 and 1962 was not expended yet including funding for
establishing technical Institution, constructing new center of national education, art,
and career In Siem Reap, and improving Cambodia-America friendship high school in
the future. China, another donor, constructed elementary school that was equal 42
million riels. Whereas, Soviet Union constructed technical institution, and Asia
Foundation supported books, studying materials, and scholarship for students to
study abroad; as total, Soviet Union supported 6,810,000 riels. Beside these, there
were funds for rural education development which was connected with rural
development sectors. National foundation education center was built in Batee river
commune that sponsored by UNESCO, WHO, OMS, FAO, and Cambodian
government. This center focused on principle education methodology, and village
development technique, and 250 villagers, who were mobile trainers from 14
provinces, that were responsible for educating other older communities following the
real practice school, were trained.

After that, America planed with its allies such as South Vietnamese and Thailand in
America embassy In Cambodia to put the pressure on the King Norodom Sihnouk on
his politic leading and economy. But, this plan was not successful; therefore,
diplomatic communication between Cambodia and America was completely destroyed
on 3" March, 1965. And, after the visiting of Her Excellency Jacqueline Kennedy
American which was warm welcome by the King Norodom Sihnouk from 2™ to 8"
November, 1967, communication between two counties was re-established. Then
America embassy was re-opened on 16 August, 1969. After having coup d'état to take
power from King Norodom Sihnouk by Mr Lun Norl, assistance commanding officer,
America provided many supports on Lun Norl’s governance from 1970-1975. Since
1975, diplomatic communication between America and Cambodia had totally
destroyed again by Cambodia democratic regime that practiced cutoff connection with
the world policy.

The new mission of American in Phnom Penh was re-established on 11" November,
1991 following Paris agreement on 23™ October, 1991, and America maintained their
‘natural in Cambodia. The complete diplomatic.communication was immediate created,
and then free election which was fair and just that conducted by integrated
governments for Cambodian citizen was organized on 24" September, 1993. In 1994,
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Mr Charles H. Twining, American diplomatic ambassador, visited and worked in
Cambodia.
Since 1894, America had been appointed 6 ambassadors for diplomatic mission in
Cambodia, and that mission focused mainly on protecting American land, and citizen.
America wanted to have peaceful way of communication with Cambodia and
development of local and global security. American didn't have significant objective in
Cambodia, but democratic motivation, human rights, terrorism protection, business
facilitation, and high ranks government officers in People’s Republic of Kampuchea
(PRK) sentences were the objectives of American involving in Cambodia. These
objectives were not different with other Asia countries of America interests which the
first was security by respecting law, protesting international threatening such as
terrorism, illegal drug, AIDs, and bird flu. Second interest was development by free
trade and economic impravement. Third was supporting on democracy, and human
rights. These were also support in American policy for global development including
providing financial support for developing country, continuing funding and reform
funding system, identifying the result of funding strictly, and pre setting goal for
countries which follow their development strategy.
Whereas, the objective of American core foreign policy in Cambodia consisted of five
important points those were:

1. Maintenance stability and peace

2. Maintenance security

3. Development

4. Attention on threatening activities such as terrorism

5. Support in democracy and human rights
Therefore, it is showed that these policies match to Cambodia present situation that
government is organizing judicial standard for Cambodia development.
Furthermore, following were American foreign policies in Cambodia:
February, 2007 American government promised to-provide direct financial support for
10 years period to Cambodian government. This agreement showed good relationship
between these two countries. Since 1998, every support activities had not been hidden
to sponsor Mr Hun Sen governance from 1997. America will not support on Khmer
Rouge sentences court, if this court is not independent and just. Even though it was
so tough, Cambodia was still the third country which received support from America
after Indonesia and the Philippines. Most of the grant was from non government
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organization. America was the biggest market for trading from Cambodia; especially
they demanded clothes and cosmetic makeup. Cambodia and other low developing
countries insisted America to accept garment products. Cambodia contributed in
many problems to be better that connected to benefits of America such as monitoring
on contagious diseases such as AIDs and bird flu, human trading protecting strategy,
civil society development, labor law strengthening, terrorism protesting, and taxation
principle. Related to the development of Cambodia, America provided totally 70 million
dollars for improving health, peace and security, governance, education, human
rights, economy, and development .etc. To push democracy and human rights,
American government focused mainly on state of law in Cambodia; therefore, hundred
thousand dollars were sponsored in some activities such as training to politic party
voting boxes investigators, discussing of politic party representative, facilitating in
women in leadership, and supporting national and international NGOs structure to
investigate in election. In addition, American officers went to work in a whole
Cambodian area for observing election posts on 27" July, 2008. Besides these, good
cooperation between Cambodia and America strengthen in almost all sectors, and it
make communication of the both countries much mare better; in 2007 as an example,
Cambodia welcomed 2 American ship, and the first welcoming was since the last 30
years. Now, there is Peace Corp Program which motivated and supported by America
to Cambodia; that shows highly intemationally responsible as sending agency to deal
with explosive mine problems in Sudan; and it is in the mission of maintaining peace
and security of United Nation Organization.

Bi-relation between two countries has been improving quickly since this last 2 years.
Even though, America sees that Cambodia is not easy to follow democracy, they see
that Cambodia have been developing in many sectors positively such as building civil
society capacity and processing democracy, increasing economy quickly, protesting
human trading, and improving religion peacefully. Now, it is the stage that dealing and
facing with all the problems diplomatically following working the standard of global
togetherness.

Relationship between one country to country is really necessary for each country in
globalization era, but there will be negative effects or results that developing and less
developing country could not be avoided. International relation makes one country
get easler in local and global integration that Is the main factor for economic

development.
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Actually, relationship between Cambodia and Amerlca makes Amerlcan govermnment
provides direct support to Cambodian government for responding to thelr forelgn affalr
policy in Cambodia. Moreovet, It should be thought that America |s very ambitious not
only with Cambodia. To be successful thelr forelgn policy In Asla (Southeast Asla
especially) and the world, America takes Cambodia as strategic area for protesting
terrorism in Asla, strengthening democracy, human rights and free trading, and
showing the pride of America to the world ke Mr Joseph A. Mossomelll, ambassador
of Ametican embassy sald that *In national security problems and Aslan cooperation,
Asia will become an attractive place for protesting terrorist groups such as
Chimasislamiyas, and Abuosalyas. Aslan assoclation provides strongly supported on
building the capacity of terrorism protesting In the area. America Is very interested In
and proud of Cambodian good cooperation to resist terrorism. The final objectives of
America are to destroy bravery of terrorists and thelr hidden shelter, eliminate barrier
of development, unjust, poverty, jobless, weakness of education system, and
corruption. It is Iidentified that If there Is no benefit, America will not spend thelr
financial support to another country. Therefore, development and famousness of one
country depends on the effort of that country itself.
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