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Abstract

On 257 June, 1952 America established the US embassy in Cambodia and on 30™
October, 1853 vice president of America visited Cambodia. Since that time, the
relationship between Cambodia and America had been strengthened and expanded
gradually. But, this good relationship was cut off on 3 May, 1965 and again on 177
April, 1975, because this was the regime of Democratic Kampuchea which Cambodia
stopped communicating with liberal countries. Communication between Cambodia
and America was being better after the coup d'état of the king Norodom Sihanouk
from his chief of Cambodia by Mr Lon Nol and Sisovat Serei Matak on 18% March,
1970. After the coup d'état, America declared supporting to Mr Lon Nol and Sisovat
Serel Matak, and America provided military aids and economic support to People's
Republic of Kampuchea (PRK) regime for Cambodia restoration and development.
Furthermore, this support was for resistance to communism which was wide
spreading in Cambodia. On 30™ April, 1970, president of America Mr Nixon provided
skiliful American soldiers and 130, 000 South Vietnamese soldiers in which included
armored cars, artillery, battle planes, and- other military equipments for destroying
Vietnamese communist military base, and restricting Vietnamese communist invaded
in Cambodia. This relationship was re-cut off when Khmer Rouge invaded in Phnom
Penh on 17" April, 1975, and at that time People's Republic of Kampuchea (PRK)
regime was ended.

Since Democratic Kampuchea had been collapsed on 7 January, 1979, government
of America began communicating with the integration of government triangles which
were King Norodom Sihanouk was a leader. Since that time, America had provided
many supports to govemment triangles of Cambodia through China and Asian. Since
1987, Cambodia political situation had been changed and reached to negotiate for
ending the confiict of four parties. The negotiation had spent for a long time, and until
23" October, 1991, the conflict ending for peace agreement was created.

In 1993, Cambodia organized intemational election which was supported by the
United Nations. As a result, Cambodia established an integrated govemment which
was included FUNCINPEC party and Cambodian People Party (CPP) to lead the
country, and in which Prince Norodom Ranarith was the first Prime Minister and Mr
Hun Sen was the second Prime Minister.

xii
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International relationship, at that time, showed about the confrontation of two bloc
between liberal bloc, which was dominated by USA, and communist bloc, which was
dominated by Soviet, and the world found many crises such as economic, politic, and
social crises. In addition, the world was in instability, and the world competed in
armaments and world destroying weapons which were threaten on global security.
Cambodia and America relationship was recreated when Democratic Kampuchea was
collapsed on 7™ January, 1979. At that time, America recreated friendship relationship
with triangles struggle movement which was regarded as Non Communist Movement.
The role of America at that time was supporting to that movement for ensuring that the
movement had enough military and economic to against People’s Republic of
Kampuchea (PRK) which was supported by Vietham. According to that principle,
America provided rescue and military support to Non Communist Struggle Movement
in 1981, but those supports were reached to Khmer Rouge group, because Khmer
Rouge was the most powerful in triangles struggle movement to protest with
Vietnamese soldiers in Cambodia. In 1985, America provided 5 million dollars to
triangles struggle movement to increase the capacity of protesting with Viethamese
soldiers in Cambodia. Furthermore, America did restriction on the economy of
People’s Republic of Kampuchea (PRK) regime, and People’s Republic of Vietnam in
order to make these countries turned their mind to get non violence negotiation. The
negotiation of these two countries was very complex and difficult because it related to
two powerful countries those were Soviet and China. China had strong commitment
on protecting of Khmer Rouge's role in dividing power. Soviet also had strong
commitment in protecting Vietham and Kampuchea State regime in intemational
meeting. Unwillingness to stop their serious confrontation of the two powerful
countries was the most difficult for ending conflict of four parties in Cambodia, and it
had to spend long time from 1979 to 1991 to get peace agreement and ending that
chronic conflict.
After the meeting between president Reagan and Gobacheiv, Cambodia situation was
being better; especially, after decreasing of popular of communism in 1989,
negotiation in Cambodia was being positive. Relationship between Cambodia and
America was being better after free and justice election organized by the United
Nations in 1993. In 1993, America re-established official embassy in Cambodia, and
‘the first American ambassador in Cambodia was Mr Charles .H Twining. America
provided humanitarian and economy supports for development in Cambodia;

Xii
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especially, the infrastructure development such as re-construction National Road
number 5 from Phnom Penh to Sihanouk port, and the construction of other roads to
Khmer Rouge living area. America provided intemational investigators (American) to
monitor and investigate in election office in Cambodia while election time. After the
election was organized by the United Nations in 1993, America contributed in
establishing international court to sentence Khmer Rouge leaders, and this court was
created on 6™ June, 2003.

In short, relation between Cambadia and America since the past until now was good
and bad, because of these two countries’ foreign affairs political situation, and it was

because of the Cold War and interference of neighbor countries in internal Cambodia
politic.
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